
From: David McQuiddy
To: Greg Fife
Subject: Re: NMED Press Release
Date: 06/29/2011 09:09 AM

It's in the attachment and in paragraph 3 of the message/release.

Wes McQuiddy
Chief, Emergency Readiness Section
U.S. EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200
Dallas, Texas  75202-2733
214-665-6722

This email may contain material that is confidential, privileged and/or attorney work
product and is for the sole use of the intended recipient. Any review, reliance, or
distribution by others or forwarding without express permission is strictly prohibited.
If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and delete all
copies.

▼ Greg Fife---06/29/2011 09:06:00 AM---Is the reference in the attachment?  I'm in
an area right now that its taking forever to open it.  -

From: Greg Fife/R6/USEPA/US

To: David McQuiddy/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 06/29/2011 09:06 AM

Subject: Re: NMED Press Release

Is the reference in the attachment?  I'm in an area right now that its
taking forever to open it. 

--------------------------
Sent using BlackBerry

▼ David McQuiddy

    ----- Original Message -----
    From: David McQuiddy
    Sent: 06/29/2011 08:55 AM CDT
    To: Greg Fife
    Subject: Fw: NMED Press Release
Greg,

Do you know what / whose 4 particulate matter monitors are being
referenced? 

Wes McQuiddy
Chief, Emergency Readiness Section
U.S. EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200
Dallas, Texas  75202-2733
214-665-6722

mailto:CN=David McQuiddy/OU=R6/O=USEPA/C=US
mailto:CN=Greg Fife/OU=R6/O=USEPA/C=US@EPA


This email may contain material that is confidential, privileged and/or
attorney work product and is for the sole use of the intended recipient.
Any review, reliance, or distribution by others or forwarding without
express permission is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender and delete all copies.

----- Forwarded by David McQuiddy/R6/USEPA/US on 06/29/2011 08:52 AM -----

From: David Gray/R6/USEPA/US

To: David McQuiddy/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Cc: Chris Petersen/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Eric Delgado/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Greg Fife/R6/USEPA/US@EPA,
Mark Allen/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Ragan Broyles/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Regina
Milbeck/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Sam Coleman/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Susan Webster/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 06/29/2011 08:43 AM

Subject: NMED Press Release

For your records - NMED's press release 

[attachment "NMED_Monitoring_Air_Quality_in_Los_Alamos.pdf"
deleted by Greg Fife/R6/USEPA/US]

Environment Department Monitoring Air Quality In Los
Alamos 

Members of the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED), in conjunction
with Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Forest Service are actively monitoring air quality
around Los Alamos as a result of the ongoing Las Conchas Fire. 

During this fire event, the Environment Department staff will conduct continuous
air monitoring, maintain monitoring capabilities and expedite analysis of the
particulate measurements. In addition to sampling devices at fixed locations, the
Bureau has a mobile, solar powered, air monitoring station that can be deployed at
optimum locations without regard for an external power supply. This device is
currently located at the Los Alamos Airport. 

Environment Department staff is conducting continuous air quality monitoring for
radioactive particles and tritium using low-volume air pumps. Particulates are
collected on filters and analyzed for radioactive particles, metals and organic
compounds. High-volume air pumps are also deployed at environmental restoration
clean-up sites and decommissioning and demolition operations to independently
monitor particulate emissions in air. 
LANL personnel are currently conducting air monitoring for particulate matter and
radionuclides around Los Alamos. Current air quality index information for
conditions at LANL can be viewed at http://environweb.lanl.gov/Teom/teom.asp.
Historical data and monitoring station location can be viewed at
http://environweb.lanl.gov/newnet/gamma/stabyloc.aspx. The Environment



Department, working with the EPA and LANL, is in the process of moving four
additional particulate monitors from California to northern
New Mexico. The Environment Department will work with the Forest Service and
EPA to determine where those monitors should be placed to maximize their
effectiveness. 

In addition, LANL has radiation monitors that can be used to monitor for possible
radiation contamination from the fire. The Environment Department is also
working with the EPA and LANL to obtain additional ground-based monitors and
an airborne monitor. Some of those monitors will be set up in Santa Fe and
Espanola. 

During the Cerro Grande fire of 2000, there was considerable public concern
regarding the potential release of radionuclides from LANL. The following risk
summary is from the “2002 Fact Sheet: Cerro Grande Fire Releases to Air” which
may be viewed at
ftp://ftp.nmenv.state.nm.us/www/doe/publications/lanl/2002FireAirFactSheet.pdf 

“The primary health risks during the Cerro Grande fire were associated with
breathing materials released into the air. It was estimated the risk of cancer from
breathing any LANL-derived chemical or radioactive material that may have been
carried in the smoke plume to be less than 1 chance in 10 million. Potential
exposures in the surrounding communities to LANL-derived chemicals that are not
carcinogenic were about 10 times lower than acceptable intakes established by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The risk of cancer from breathing
chemicals and radioactive materials in and on the natural vegetation that burned in
the Cerro Grande Fire was greater than that from LANL derived materials, but still
less than 1 chance in 1 million. The vegetation that burned contained naturally
occurring chemicals and radioactive materials and radioactive fallout produced
during atmospheric tests of nuclear weapons. These materials and the risks they
posed are present during any forest fire. The evidence suggests that some adverse
health effects did result from breathing high concentrations of particulate matter in
the smoke. Such exposures are associated with any forest fire. Deposition of
LANL-derived chemicals and radioactive materials from the smoke plume to the
soil was minimal. 
Additional information may be obtained from other reports published by the
department at http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/doe_oversight/pubs.htm 
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